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dinner were all he asked. Dimitrievitch told me that
he reckons that if one put together all the rakkia that
Alexander drank in his lifetime it would not amount to
more than a litre. And yet the royal slivovitsa made at
Oplenats is about the best in the country. But the
Prince Regent had one weakness; he smoked endless
cigarettes.

He gave his uniforms to be cleaned and repaired, for
he disliked wearing anything new and was fondly
attached to old garments. He did not wear things once
and then throw them aside. The mentality of a frugal
family remained. To the end his handkerchiefs were
darned. He ordered the old palace to be cleaned and
the rubbish the Austrians had left to be taken out and
burned. But when it was cleaned he would not live
in it. It must be prepared for King Peter; he would
not usurp his old father's hearth. He went to live in a
one-story house across the way, but a little up the main
street of Belgrade, an old-fashioned stone house with a
great backyard. He ordered in straight-back chairs and
solid tables, his old camp writing-table and soldier's
bed.

The royal guards were on sentry outside the house,
but it was an unpretentious building. There all the
day and half the night he received generals., politicians,
delegates, with coffee and cigarettes endlessly relayed.
It was decidedly a bachelor's establishment. No woman
helped. Few women were received. For there was no
feminine interest in the life of Alexander,

The war and the revolution in Russia had destroyed
one possibility for Alexander, He could not marry
into the Romanof family. He is supposed to have had
a long-standing romantic attachment to one of the
Tsar's daughters, who was murdered at Ekaterinburg,
and that the young Grand Duchess once gave him a
ring which he cherished. That is probable, for King
Peter had spoken to Tsar Nicholas 11 about it and in
January, 1914, Pashitch, visiting St. Petersburg, made a